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Reply to Office Action of June 7, 2005 

a Tvnr.TSfDMENT F ™ TWF CLAIMS 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listing of the 
claims in this application. 
T i^n p of the Claims : 

Claims 53-86 (canceled) 

87 (Previouslypresented) A computer-implemented system for auctioning a 

a) an auctioneer's system and at least two user systems, the aucnoneer s system 

communicatively coupled to user systems; 
m said user systems including: 

items; and 

^ said auctioneer's system including: 

^ ta « — — 1— , — — - 

messaI ciodicatiiigthatanaoaionhasttmiinate<i. 

02) ^ansfor^MnsbidWon^taftom^syst^^ 
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^ c 31) ^^^chse.cc.bids^^a^onof^ev^ 

pan^Vflheselectedbids; nBoam essagetoatleasto»euser 
c32) means to initiate the generation of anon-final message 

^in.spoBse , a^i^onu. conOo* an auotio^d 

033) means to initiate the generation of a final message 

system in response to a determination to terminate an auction. 

• , ™™,edl A»stem«reeitedinclaim87wher=intheselecting 

89 (Previouslypresented) A system as recited in claim 88 wherein the Hems 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

90 . cPreviouslvpresented) A system as recited in claim 88 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

♦ ^ a <v<tem as recited in claim 90 wherein the decision 

to parameters P, from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

• , Mftnted^ A system as recited in claim 88 which further includes 
92. (Previously presented) A system ^ ^ ^ 

m eans for limiting bids from aparncular user based on previous 

particular user. 
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94 ^viouslvpresented) A system as recited in claim 88 which further includes 
mM ns for ft** *. » "* ° f * ^ " "~ 

identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

. , computer-implemented system for auctioning dissimilar 

97. (Previously presented) A comput p uprising: 

communicatively coupled to user systems; 
m said user systems including: 

' ^ mlsforreceivingmessagessomtheauc.oneer'ssy.emandfor 

S ^fortra^Md^^'^-^' 8 ^^ 
■ neachcompnsingasetidenuficationS.andavalueparam.^ 

taformationmcludmgb.dsCS.PJeacl.c p s proposes to transact and 

^mevaiueparametcrP.spe.^avaluenroposedbym.use^ 

items; and 

c) said auctioneer's system including: 
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message indicating Aat an auction has terminated; 

systems for determining whether an auction should continu© or terminate, said decision means 
Mttdfag: *» rt^swMchse^bidstot^i-afunctiooof^ 

selected bids are compatible; ^ initiate the generation of a non-final message 1o at least 

oneusa^inresponscto.de^to^cor^nuean^^ m 
c3 3) meanstoinitiatethegeneiationotafinalmessageTO 

Msys teminrespor^to»de K nnina ti on tote r roto teanaucUo». 

98 (P^iouslypresented) A system as recited in claim 97 wherein the items 
comprisettlevisionlicensesorassociatedderivauverighB. 

„. CPrertous.ypresented) .sy^asreci^inCaim^^ereinme^onis 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

100 (Piously presented) A system as recited in claim 99 wherein the ^j^ 1 

assigned to the respective users after the aucuon. 

meaftS compares the sum of the parameters P. from the selec 
theparameters^from the selected bids of an earlier round. 
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102 (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 97 wmch turth 

^rj*-^.^-— -^^■ Bwl ' ,B,4 

particular user. 

103 Afl —— ta — 

• + »,4 ;* Maim 97 which further includes 
10S (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 97 wnic 

vine lM **i**-**'»<'*«*» U * r ~*" m ' 

identified, and depends on previous bid, by the use*. 

., , • „, nim 07 w hich further includes 
,06. <Previous.ypresen.ed) A system as ^"^^^ aroajdmtt0 

identified, and depends on previousbids by the users, 
plurality of items among a plurality oi 

method comprising: com n U ter and transmitting hid 

a) receivingbidrelatedir^orr^Uonfromusersatacompu 

• u _ m nuter said bid information including bids (S lf P ; ) eacn 
Morton for P— by a ^ 
co^ase.iden.ficanonS^avaiuepa-ete.P 

^ase.ofi-lnat^u^proposes^c.and^ 
WndingasetidentifiCio. S^n^W™ different; 
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ftanionof^vtoparameteisP.oflheseleotedbids; 

„ „ leas, one user, in response a determination <o con*-. the auction; and 

d) ^rai^a^eftont.oompu.ertodicatin^^anc.onw.U^na.e 

,„ « least one user, in response to a deterrnination to tenninate the auctton. 

,08 (Previous* presented) Ame^dasre^dineiatalOTwtarcintede^^ 

disjoint. 

m . (fteviouslypresented) Ar^odasreci^indaunlOSwhereinAei^ 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

110 : *^-^ MM **** mm *"'' 

conducted in multiple rounds. 

Ul (Previously present A method as recited in claim 110 wherein thetetennining 
111. ^tcvh, 3V selected bids to a function of 

further includes comparing the sum of the parameters P 5 from the selected 

m CP.viouslypxesented) A method as recited in claim 108 which former comprises 

U3 (Previouslypresented) A method as recited in claim 108 which further comprises 
touting the number of bids that may be entered by aparticular user. 
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„4. (Previouslypresented) A method as recited in claim 108 which farther comprises 
Umrdngbids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

depends on previous bids by the users. 

,« (Previouslypresented) A method as recited in claim 1 08 which further comprises 

and depends on previous bids by the users. 

„ 7 (Previouslyprcsented) A computer-implemented method for au^ 

\ * * rWitv of users at least some of said items being dissimilar, the 

plurality of items among a plurality oi users, w. 

method comprising: *~ m «iiittifie bid 

M „dir*.setide»tification^ _ _ 

identified by the seiected bids are „ g the auction will continue 

c) transmitting a message from a computer inajcaung 

user, inresponse » a determination* continue the auction; and 
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d) transmitting a message from a computer indicating that the auction will terminate 
to at least one user, in response to a determination to terminate the auction. 

118. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 17 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

U9. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 117 wherein the auction is 

conducted in multiple rounds. 

120. (Previousiypresented) A method as recited in claim 119 wheiein the sets S, 
idenuned by the selected bids in the final round of the auction indicate item, that will be 
assigned to the respective users after the auction. 

,21 (Previously presented) AmethcdasrectodinclaimlWvvhereinthedeterrrining 
the sum of the parameters P, from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

,22 (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 117 which further comprises 

,23. (Previousiypresented) A method as recited in claim 117 which further comprises 
limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

,24. (Previousiypresented) A method as recited in claim 117 which further comprises 
uniting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

,25 (Previouslypresehted) A method as recited in claim 1 17 which further comprises 

depends on previous bids by the users. 
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U6 (Pr^o» S .ypre«»t«d)Am e *od M recWincl a imll7wU C h^compris« 

„h^ S aidmaxim»mvalueis S pecffic«o S a i dpar«o U lar USCT a 0 d«oapa rt iou.a, Se «.d e n 0£e i 
and depends on previous bids by the users. 

,27 (Piously pre***!) A system for conduct a computer-implemented auction 
of a pluranty of items among a plurality of users, at leas, some of said items being dissimUar, 

said system comprising: 

means for receiving bid information, said bid informaion mcludmg b.ds (S p P^ 

identifies a se, of items that the user proposes ,0 tmusact and where me value parameter P, 

including a set identification S, identifying at least two different items; 

b) means fo, transmitting signals based on the bid information for processtng by a 

maximize a function of the value parameters P, of the selected tads. 

,28 (Previouslypresented) A system as recited in claim 127 wherein the selecting 
mM ns consttains the select such that the sets 8, identified by me selected bids are dis.ornt 

,29. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 128 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

,30. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 1 28 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 
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,» (Prevlouslypresented) a^.,^^™^**™ 

the parameters P, ftom the selected bids of an earner round. 

,32 (Prevlouslypresented, A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes 

particular user. 

,33 (Previouslypresented) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes 
,34 (Previousiypresented) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes 

,35 V^V^ ^'^^^^^^ 

lib. ^rrevwww 7 v ^ nrrtPt ?r no less than a mimmurn 

van,., whereto said minimum value is specific to sad particular u«r and to P 
identified, and depends or. previous bids by the users. 

, 36 (Previouslypresented, A system as recited in daim 128 which former 

means for limiting a diu uyui a. f M i*irii1nr set 

vaiue, whereins^dmaximum valueis specific to said particular user and, o a parser set 

identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

W (Previously presented) A system for conducting a computer-rmplemerited auction 

nluralitv of users, said system comprising: 
e^rU^asetiden,^ 
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including a 3d identification S, identifying at least « different Hem,; 

b) means for tramming signals based on toe bid inform***, for process * a 

computer; and . , 

O means at a compter for determining, based onto signals, the ttems tobe 

to the users, said determming means inciudtog se,ecnng means « ^ 

the sets S, identified by the selected bids are compatible. 

,38. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 137 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

!». J,**,— * Ami— "^ IJ "* -, *"' ll " k 

conducted in multiple rounds. 

,40 (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 1 39 wherein the sets S t 

assigned to the respective users after the auction. 

,4, (Previously presented) A system as reeled in claim ,39wherem m e de,enr J ni.g 

rhe parameters P, from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

142 (Previously present) A syaem as recited in claim UVv^chfuHherinc.udes 

particular user. 
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,« (ftevioudypr.sen.ed) A sys.em as recited in claim 137 which fixxta includes 
means for lUmttag the number of bids tot may be entered by a particular user. 

,44 (Pxeviouslypre^nted) Asys^asreeitedtaolaimUTwhiehflmherindudes 
means for limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of rtems. 

,45 (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 137 which further includes 

identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

,46 (Previously presents A system as recited in claim 137 which further includes 
means foxUmiting abid from a particular use, to a value parameter no 
vaiue^reinsaidrna^umvaiue isspecifico said particular use, and to a parties* 
identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

,47 (Pxeviouslypx.sen.ed) A method for conducting a computer-implemented 
auction of a puna,* of i^antong aphxxatty of users. aUeas. some of said itemsbetng 
oissimilax, in a system incMng an auctioneer's system, tire method compxrsxn^ 

eachcompxisingase, identifications, andavaluepaxam^P^hexetixe set id^ificauon S, 

^^^^^^^^^ 
including a set identification S, identifying at least two different items; 

b) n^tti^signalsbasedonmebidinformationtoacomputextand 

parameters P. of the selected bids. 
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148 (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 147 wherein the determining 
further includes constraining the selection such that the sets S. identified by the selected bids are 

disjoint 

149. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 148 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

150. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 148 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

151 (Previouslypresented) A method as recited in claim 150 wherein the determining 
further includes comparing the sum of the parameters Pj from the selected bids to a function of 
the sum of the parameters P. from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

152 (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 

153. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises 
limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

154. (Previouslypresented) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises 
limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

155 (Previouslypresented) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises 
Umitingabidfromapar^^ 

saidminimum value is specificto said particular user and to a particular set identafied, and 
depends on previous bids by the users. 

156 (Prcviousiypresented) A method as recited to claim 148 which further comprises 
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and depends on previous bids by the users. 

157 (Previously presented) A method for conducting a computer-implemented 
action of dissimilar items, including multiple instances of each of plural dissimilar ttems, 

among a plurality of users, the method comprising: ..... v s 

a) receiving bid information ftom users, said bid information tndudtng btds (S ? V) 
each comprising a so, identification S, and a value paxamefcr P„ where the se, identification 8, 

^ifiesavabeproposedbythe user for me setof items identified by S,, a, leas, one of the buis 

including a set identification S, identifying at least two different items; 

b) n^ttingsignalsl^onthebidMc^tionfoacornputtr.and 

c) a..^*.-^^-**^*^**-^"*' 

.ers, said determining inducing me selecting ofbids » maxima a ^ 

selected bids are compatible, 

,58. (Previouslypresemed) A method as recited in claim 157 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

(Previouslypresented) A method as recited in claim 1 57 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

,60 (Previouslypresented) A method as recited in claim 159 wherein the sets Sj 
identified selected bids in the final ro.md of the auction indicate items that will be 
assigned to the respective users after the auction. 
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161 (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 159 wherein the determining 
fcrther includes comparing the sum of the parameters P, from the selected bids to a function of 
the sum of the parameters P, from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

162 (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 57 which further comprises 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous biding activity by said particular user. 

163. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 157 which further comprises 
limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

164. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 157 which further comprises 
limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items, 

165 (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 57 which further comprises 
linntmgabidfr^ 

depends on previous bids by the users. 

m (Previously present) A n M m^****™«*****'»* l ~ 

and depends on previous bids by the users. 

167 (Previously presented) A computer-implemented system for auctioning a 
plurality of types of items among a plurality of users, aplurality of each type of item bemg 
auctioned, the system comprising: + wt* 

a) means for transmitting from a computer to users informal mcludmg at least a 

current proposed price for each of the plurality of types of items; 

b) means for receiving bid related information from users at a computer and 

t^ttmgb^^ 
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each comprising a set identification S. where the set identification S| identifies a set of items that 
the user proposes to transact at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a set 
identification S ; identifying a set containing atleasttwo different types of items; 

e) means for selecting bids to maxhnize a function of values of Hie selected bids 

based on the current proposed prices; 

d) means for determining at a computer, in response to the bid information, whether 

the auction should continue or terminate; and 

e) means for transmitting a message from a computer to users indicating that the 
auction will continue in response to a determination to continue the auction, said message 
including an updated current proposed price for at least one of the types of items. 

168 (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 167 wherein the selecting 
constrains the selection such that the sets S 5 identified by the selected bids are disjoint. 


means 


169. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 168 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

170 (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 167 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the deterrnining means compares the sum of the values of the 
selected bids with a function of the sum of the values of the selected bids of an earlier round. 

171 (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 167 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining means considers whether any new bids were 
submitted by any user in a round. 

172. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 167 wherein the determining 
means compares the sum of bids to an amount offered. 
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173. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 167 which further includes 
means for limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said 
particular user. 

174. (Previously presented) A computer-implemented system for auctioning a 
plurality of types of items among a plurality of users, a plurality of each type of item being 

auctioned, the system comprising: 

a) means for transmitting from a computer to users information including at least a 

current proposed price for each of the plurality of types of items; 

b) means for receiving bid related information from users at a computer and 
transmitting bid information for processing by a computer, said bid information including bids 
each comprising a set identification S| where the set identification S. identifies a set of items that 
the user proposes to transact at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a set 
identification S. identifying a set containing at least two different types of items; 

c) means for selecting bids to maximize a function of values of the selected bids 
based on the current proposed prices subject to the cor^trabt mat me sets S t identified by the 

selected bids are compatible; 

d) means for determining at a computer, in response to the bid information, whether 

the auction should continue or terminate; and 

e) means for transmitting a message from a computer to users indicating that the 
auction will continue in response to a determination to continue the auction, said message 
including an updated current proposed price for at least one of me types of items. 

175 (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 174 wherein the selecting 
means constrains the selection such that the sets S, identified by the selected bids are disjoint. 

176. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 175 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 
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177. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 174 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining means compares the sum of the values of the 
selected bids with a function of the sum of the values of the selected bids of an earlier round. 

178. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 1 74 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining means considers whether any new bids were 
submitted by any user in a round. 

179. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 174 wherein the determining 
means compares the sum of bids to an amount offered- 

180. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 1 74 which further includes 
means for limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said 
particular user. 

181. (Previously presented) A computer-implemented method for auctioning a 
plurality of types of items among a plurality of users, a plurality of each type of item being 
auctioned, the method comprising: 

a) transmitting from a computer to users information including at least a current 
proposed price for each of the plurality of types of items; 

b) receiving bid related information from users at a computer and transmitting bid 
information for processing by a computer, said bid information including bids each comprising a 
set identification S, where the set identification S, identifies a set of items that the user proposes 
to transact at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a set identification S. 
identifying a set containing at least two different types of items; 

c) selecting bids to maximize a function of values of the selected bids based on the 

current proposed prices; 

d) determining at a computer, in response to the bid information, whether the auction 

should continue or terminate; and 
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e) transmitting a message from a computer to users indicating that the auction will 
continue in response to a determination to continue the auction, said message including an 
updated current proposed price for at least one of the types of items. 

1 82. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 181 wherein the selecting 
further includes constraining the selection such that the sets Sj identified by the selected bids are 

disjoint. 

1 83 - (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 82 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

1 84. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 181 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining includes comparing the sum of the values of 
the selected bids with a function of the sum of the values of the selected bids of an earlier round. 

1 85. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 181 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining includes considering whether any new bids 
were submitted by any user in a round. 

1 86. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 8 1 wherein the determining 
includes comparing the sum of bids with an amount offered. 

1 87. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 8 1 which further includes 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user, 

1 88. (Previously presented) A computer-implemented method for auctioning a 
plurality of types of items among a plurality of users, aplurality of each type of item being 
auctioned, the method comprising: 

a) transmitting from a computer to users information including at least a current 
proposed price for each of the plurality of types of items; 
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b) receiving bid related information from users at a computer and transmitting bid 
information for processing by a computer, said bid information including bids each comprising a 
set identification S. where the set identification S. identifies a set of item$ that the user proposes 
to transact at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a set identification 3 { 

identifying a set containing at least two different types of items; 

c) selecting bids to maximize a function of values of the selected bids based on the 
current proposed prices subject to the constraint that the sets S ; identified by the selected bids are 

compatible; 

d) determining at a computer, in response to the bid information, whether the auction 
should continue or terminate; and 

e) transmitting a message from a computer to users indicating that the auction will 
continue in response to a determination to continue the auction, said message including an 
updated current proposed price for at least one of the types of items. 

189. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 188 wherein the selecting 
further includes constraining the selection such that the sets S. identified by the selected bids are 

disjoint 

190. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 89 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

191 . (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 188 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining includes comparing the sum of the values of 
the selected bids with a function of the sum of the values of the selected bids of an earlier round, 

1 92. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 188 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining includes considering whether' any new bids 
were submitted by any user in a round. 
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1 93, (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 88 wherein the determining 
includes comparing the sum of bids with an amount offered. 

194. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 188 which further includes 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 
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